Incorporation of acylated wheat germ agglutinin into liposomes.
Purified wheat germ agglutinin (WGA) was derivatized with palmitic acid at an average stoichiometry of one fatty acid per dinner. Palmitoyl WGA was readily incorporated into liposomes with a cholate-dialysis method. Liposome-bound WGA caused agglutination of red blood cells at a concentration eight-fold lower than that of the native lectin. Furthermore, enhanced binding of liposome-bound WGA to mouse spleen cells was also observed. Potential applications of the liposome-bound lectin are discussed.